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State celebrates ribbon cutting of Sheridan Boulevard as community waits for transparency and 
inclusion on Hunts Point ramps.  

Local stakeholders do not give up fight for community options as they 
call on Governor Cuomo to include community-driven solutions in 
mitigations. 

Bronx, NY – On  December 11, 2019, After 20+ years of community advocacy for changes to the 
Sheridan Expressway, Governor Cuomo and  NYSDOT are planning to celebrate the new Sheridan 
Boulevard with a ribbon cutting.  The Southern Bronx River Watershed Alliance (SBRWA) considers this 
phase of the project a victory for the community’s vision; were it not for our efforts and those of 
community members over the past two decades, there would not be crosswalks across the Sheridan 
today. However, we still find aspects of the remaining part, as well as the process by which community 
was engaged, problematic.  

Community members, local organizations and the local High School are joining together to call on 
Governor Cuomo to engage community in a transparent and inclusive process where their needs are 
addressed using mitigation efforts within the Hunts Point Interstate Access Improvement Project. 
NYSDOT removed all alternatives from further consideration in the environmental review required for the 
project, including an option at Oak Point and Leggett Avenue that routes traffic away from parks and 
homes through a more industrial area, without providing documentation as to how or why they came to 
that decision.  

The State’s project steamrolls over the environmental justice concerns of the low-income, communities of 
color living along the Sheridan Expressway and in Hunts Point, who have previously rejected an 
Edgewater ramp. After Cuomo announced a $1.8 billion infrastructure investment, NYSDOT released a 
Project Scoping Document in January 2018 followed by a Draft Environmental Impact Statement in June 
2018 which finalized the location of the ramps at Edgewater Road. The location of the ramps raises 
serious concerns for community advocates who have opposed the Edgewater alignment due to impacts 
on waterfront access, existing parks and community amenities, air quality, pedestrian safety, and local 
businesses.  

SBRWA raised concerns about the process from the time the Scoping Document was released as well as 
registered extensive comments on the DEIS detailing how the Oak Point alternative performs better than 
the Edgewater Road alternative during all times of the day and how community harm is improperly 
assessed and addressed in the State plan.   Requests for access to information, including repeated 
Freedom of Information Law requests, were ignored, with the comment period being closed before 
information requests were granted.  
 
The community is still calling on Governor Cuomo to mandate that NYSDOT study the Oak Point 

http://www.sbrwa.org/


alternative.  We are calling for the remainder of this process to center community vision and needs. In 
addition, we have called on:  
 

● NYSDOT to create and fund a mitigation plan in collaboration with the local community that 
mitigates both the construction and the long-term impacts of the project  

● NYSDOT to designate a full-time community-liaison employee whose full responsibility is in 
liaising with the public* 

● The State to fund an independently conducted Health Impact Analysis to accompany this 
project to examine the unique ways that this low-income community of color will be impacted 

● NYSDOT and the Governor’s office to meet with SBRWA and commit to ongoing 
meetings/calls where they update our groups and the public about these plans* 

*NYSDOT has identified a 
community liaison and has agreed 
to have ongoing 
meetings/calls--SBRWA will 
continue to hold them to these 
commitments to ensure full and 
community engagement and 
transparency.  

 
 


